Hame 0f Wrath

Flama of Wrosh: Tha 8th Frasar Highlondrs
Lismar Video

By lain MacDonald

elevision has been the dominant

' medium of the last forty vears, and

the 7Hth Fraser Highlanders step

on screen wWith Flame off Wrath, Always

mnovators, the 78th Frasers dehwver a

very enjoyable 90 minutes of music and
dance.

The mass appeal of television and
video is a sword that cuts both ways,
however. While people are voracious
consumers of video, there is also a de-
mand for high production values in
video, fed by a daily intake of expen-
sively produced television programming.
Flame of Wreath 15 of a quality not consis-
tent with what we like (o see on our 5215,

The lighting is entirely unsuitable for
video production. The performers are ci-
ther dark and grainy, or when the lights
come on, they “white out™ facial features,
The camera work 15 mostly adequate, but
some of the shooting iz clumsy and ill
timed, and does not do justice to the per-
formance. Forunately, the audio is very
good.

If you acknowledge that what you're
buying is a low-end production, you
won't be disappointed by the content.
The T8ths display the enormous falents at
their command, including two dance
teams that would be the envy of any pro-
duction. The 78ths" performance of the
opening jiset, the piohaireachd “A Flame
of Wrath for Squinting Patrick,” and the
guite “In Celtic Times" are worth any-

Jé

one's Dme 10 see,

The TEth Frasers® drum coms is ex-
cellent throughout, providing a wide and
tasteful range of percussive effecis. The
performance  includes a  “drommers’
suite” that is well conceived and exe-
cuted, amd wses a troupe of Irish
hard-shoe dancers as one of the percus-
10N instruments.

Ammed with a clipboard, one could
find technical flaws. Siiting on the couch,
however, ong can only be impressed by
the depth of talent and creativity dis-
played by the performers.

I lpok forward to the day when pipe
band video production values match the
quality of the performances they capture.
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